
Darlene Deibler Rose

When the war was over, and the Japanese surrendered,

Darlene was rescued by US soldiers. One of the foods she

was happy to receive was canned pork called SPAM. To

most people, SPAM is nasty, but to a prisoner who had not

had proper food for years, it was considered a blessing.

 Her parents didn't know if she was dead or alive during

the war and they were happy to be reunited.

When Darlene was a little girl she and her mother were

listening to a preacher on the radio together. They head

him mention a church nearby. They decided to visit the

church and met God there. As a young girl she learned

many hymns and Bible verses.

Childhood

Darlene and her husband went to a country just south of Japan, to a

tribe in the middle of the Jungle. The first time Russel traveled there, he

nearly died. The skin of his feet became very sick and for many days

Darlene had to treat it with medicine that could only be applied after a

painful procedure. One of their fellow missionaries reminded her of the

verse that says "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good

news!" (Romans 10:15, ESV). Russel's feet were beautiful because of how

they had gotten sick, in the service of Christ. They eventually were both

able to live in the jungle and try to win people to Christ together. 

Missions

One day in church, when she was 9 years old, she prayed

"Lord, I'd go anywhere with You, no matter what the cost."

Later, she went to school to prepare for missions. While she

was at school she met Russel when she was 19. They were

soon married and headed to the mission field together.

They had to get special permission for Darlene to go

because she was so young and was still finishing school,

Calling & Marriage

At one point, Darlene was taken to a more serious prison camp because the

Japanese soldiers believed her to be an American spy. They hurt her often to

try to get her to give up information about America. Being in this prison was a

dark time, but also a time when Darlene was able to spend much time in

fellowship with the Lord. She would pray and recite the many verses she had

learned by heart. Once,  she was watching some of the prisoners who were

considered less suspicious and were let outside for exercise and she saw one

of them get a banana that was smuggled from outside. She remembered the

taste of bananas and she was hungry! She couldn't imagine how God could

provide bananas for her. God used the leader of her own prison to give her 92

bananas even in that stricter prison! 

Interrogation
Going Home

During World War II Japanese soldiers took over the part of the world that

Darlene and her husband were serving in. They ended up in separate

prison camps. Darlene's camp was run by an infamous man known for

being mean to prisoners. Though being in prison was a struggle, Darlene

also how saw God was kind to the prisoners and provided them with

opportunities for laughter even during the darkness of war and

imprisonment. They found creative and wholesome ways to occupy their

free time. She was a leader and helped the other women and their children.

While they were separated, her husband Russel, who was also greatly used

by God to be a blessing to those around him, died in prison. When Darlene

heard the news she used the opportunity to tell the prison leader about the

hope in Jesus.

Prison

After a short period of recovering at home, Darlene went back to the mission field though she had

lifelong health problems because of the effects of her captivity. Many people thought she should stay

home, that she had already been through enough hardship for a lifetime. But she was still committed

to going anywhere with the Lord, no matter how much it cost. It was on this second mission field that

she met Jerry Rose, they married and served the Lord together on the mission field.

Continued Ministry
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Followers
A  P e e p  a t  t h e  a w e s o m e n e s s  o f  l i f e  w i t h  J e s u s

W r i t t e n  a n d  d e s i g n e d  b y  K a t r i n a  P r a d i a

A friend of mine named Emily is about to be a missionary, like Darlene, to a group of people who live in a remote
area and have not heard about Jesus. Emily will learn their language and live with them with the goal of clearly
presenting the gospel and helping a healthy church to be established among them. Pray for God to provide people
to support her ministry,  supplies for ministry, and the people's hearts to be soft to hearing about Jesus.

Right Now

Memorize 3 Bible verses. Bonus
points if they are ones that would
encourage you on your next hard day
Spend at least 60 seconds in prayer,
alone

Sing all the words you can remember from a song we
sing in Church, try to learn a few more of the words
next time it is sung
Ask God to help people who know Him who are in
prison trust Him more

Take the
Challenge

One of the really cool ways God cared for Darlene was to provide for one
of the older missionaries she was working with to stay with her in the
prison camp. When the soldiers came to take her husband to jail, they saw
this older missionary putting bottles that looked like medicine in his bag.
They decided to leave him because they thought "If he has to take all that
medicine he will die soon anyway!" They did not realize that what he was
putting in his bag was just cologne. He was not very sick, he was not even
trying to trick them, but God used that to allow him to comfort Darlene
and the other missionaries.

Randomness

You who sit down in the High God's presence, 
spend the night in Shaddai's shadow, 

Say this: "God, you're my refuge. 
I trust in you and I'm safe!" 

That's right - he rescues you from hidden traps, 
shields you from deadly hazards. 

His huge outstretched arms protect you - 
under them you're perfectly safe; 

his arms fend off all harm. 
Fear nothing - 

not wild wolves in the night, 
not flying arrows in the day, 

not disease that prowls through the darkness, 
not disaster that erupts at high noon. 

Even though others succumb all around, 
drop like flies right and left, 
no harm will even graze you. 

You'll stand untouched, 
watch it all from a distance, 

watch the wicked turn into corpses. 
Yes, because God's your refuge, 

the High God your very own home, 
Evil can't get close to you, 

harm can't get through the door. 
He ordered his angels to guard you wherever you go. 

If you stumble, they'll catch you; 
their job is to keep you from falling. 

You'll walk unharmed among lions and snakes, 
and kick young lions and serpents from the path. 
"If you'll hold on to me for dear life," says God, 

"I'll get you out of any trouble. 
I'll give you the best of care if you'll only get to know and trust me. 

Call me and I'll answer, 
be at your side in bad times; 

I'll rescue you, then throw you a party. 
I'll give you a long life, 

give you a long drink of salvation!"
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The Message

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day

long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.Romans 8:35-39 ESV


