
One of the most formative 
events in her life happened before she 

was married though.  She heard of a
competition to write a story for children that

clearly portrayed the Gospel.  She wrote a
book for the competition then decided to put it
away in the attic instead of actually submitting

it.  Her friend Theodocia (cool name, right?)
found her manuscript and submitted it to the

competition.  Her book "Helen Lester" won the
competition!!! After that she continued to

write.  She started a Sunday school magazine
with some of her friends and family members

that gained subscriptions from children all over
the country. She wrote more than 100 stories

about the gospel and the Christian life.

This is what she said about her
writing; “My very first little story
books were written with a single

distinct purpose in view, given over to
the desire and determination to win
souls for Jesus Christ. The longer I

wrote and the older I grew, that was
my central purpose.”  

“I dedicated my pen to the direct and
continuous effort to win others for

Christ and help others to closer
fellowship with him.” 

Isabella
Alden was

born in
1841. 

She used things that happened to her
and her friends as her templates for

characters and story-lines. Because of
this her books are very realistic. Even

when they have surprisingly wonderful
endings they are laid out so practically
that you can  believe that something

like that could happen. Her books are
mostly written as though she is telling

a story to a friend. 

I remember a few years ago
after reading a few of her
books meeting an elderly

Pastor at a conference who
did a really good job doing
little things to demonstrate
care for other people and

thinking "He seems to have
walked right out of a Pansy

book!" 

The action in her books is
always how God is working
through people devoted to

Him, but she also sprinkles in
happenings that could only

be explained by the power of
God being at work in a

situation .  Her works were
well loved,

translated into
several

languages.

When she was older,
she then went away
to college where she
met and married a

minister.



The Worst Kid in Town

He was a teenage boy who
was always getting into

trouble. One day he went to
Sunday school, just for fun,

and heard a story that made
him think. The book follows
what it looks like for him to
learn to follow Jesus daily.

She wrote about:

How do I describe the works of
this awesome Christian writer?

Because I can't possibly fit one of
her books into a tiny enough

space to include it in this
paper...here goes.  Her characters

are  practical - they walk with
Jesus in ways that I can imagine

walking with Him myself. Her
books sometimes focus on the
issue of temperance more than

they should and sometimes don't
do a good job of honoring the

structure of authority that God has
put in place, Occasionally her

characters marry people that you
don't hear anything about except
that they are rich and handsome,

(placing the emphasis on their
wealth and looks, not their

character and knowledge of
Jesus). I love that her characters 

work hard, but trust in God to
ultimately change people's

hearts...actually they don't always
trust God, and you see them
struggle because they don't

believe Him, and you see God
work in their lives anyway. Which
is so often what I see in my own
life. Her books have examples of

God doing things without
anybody's help and God using

people's efforts.  They show how
explosively the gospel can enter

every aspect of life and how being
a Christian ties into everything
good and beautiful in life from

wearing matching clothes to being
friendly. They are patient with

their family members and do their
chores to please Him.  They speak
a kind word to someone or invite
someone to a party. Reading her

books inspires me to see how God
could use each of those things for

His kingdom.

Claire was very active in
her church, until she had to
move to another town...with

a very unimpressive
church. She learns to be

active in the church
because God cares about
it, instead of because it is
what she is used to doing.

Moving

How she wrote:

Follow the narrow way that

leads to life or the broad way

that leads to destruction.

A busy, burdened, big
sister gets a short vacation
to help a strong christian

friend in another city.
During her visit, she

realizes that her friend has
a life much more focused

on Christ than hers and
she goes back determined

to live for Christ. 

A Christian Sister

A shy one, an energetic
one, a grumpy one and a
bossy one. Two of them
poor, two of them rich.

They go to a Bible
conference on vacation.

All four of them get saved
at the conference and you

get to see how Jesus
works in different people. 

Four Girls

Her books show what it is like to:

Be faithful in little things

Follow Jesus, alone, no
matter what anyone else
thinks of how you do it.



Right now

Giggles together:

Let us think of ways to
motivate one another to acts
of love and good works. And

let us not neglect our meeting
together, as some people do,
but encourage one another,

especially now that the day of
his return is drawing near. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NLT)

Take the Challenge:
Think of two

encouraging things
you can say to

someone today

Challenge 2.0 
Think about something you love
to do and how God could use it

in 173 years like He used
Isabella's stories to encourage
my sister to talk about Jesus

with me. Ask God to help you be
faithful to use your talents 

to bring people to Him.

Lamplighter publishing is seeking 
 awesome old stories like Isabella's
and republishing them to build up

modern Christians. 
They republish and sell old books

and host conferences to
encourage people to use their
creative gifts to point others to
God. https://lamplighter.net/c/

Let the message about Christ, 
in all its richness, fill your lives.
Teach and counsel each other

with all the wisdom he gives. Sing
psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs to God with thankful hearts.
And whatever you do or say, do it

as a representative of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through him

to God the Father.
Colossians 3:16 (NLT) 

Followers:
A peep at the

awesomeness of life
with Jesus.

Written and designed
by Katrina Pradia

Floodlights

 What kind of lights did
Noah have on the ark?

Taken from the comments
on: https://margaretfein

berg.com/23-of-the-best-
bible-jokes-riddles/


